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Whenever I think of him I am reminded of the passage in 
the Book of Numbers (12. 3) where a later writer says of Moses : 
The man was very meek above all the men that were upon the' 
face of the earth. Gentleness and modesty were Professor 
Johnston's chief characteristics. But he was not only a gentle 
man and a gentleman, he was also a fine scholar of broad culture, 
sound judgment, original ideas, and exceptional linguistic attain- 
ments. We shall always hold him in grateful remembrance. 
Nor will his name be forgotten in future generations inasmuch as 
he requested Mrs. Johnston before his death to present his 
valuable library to the Oriental Seminary of the Johns Hopkins 
University. 

Paul Haupt. 

Johns Hopkins University. 



MEETINGS OF OTHER SOCIETIES 

SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXEGESIS 

The annual meeting was held at Haverford College, Pa., on 
Dec. 27-28. There was a large attendance of members and 30 
new members were elected. Dr. Jastrow gave the Presidential 
Address on ' Constructive Elements in the Critical Study of the 
Old Testament.' Several papers of general Oriental interest 
were presented, among them 'Alcohol in the Bible,' by Dr. 
Haupt; 'The Worship of Tammuz,' by Dr. Peters, holding that 
its origin was connected with the planting and so the burial of 
the seed; 'The Evolution of the Ashera,' by Dr. Barton, who 
maintained that the symbol was a development of the palm tree ; 
' Two Babylonian Religious Texts from the Time of the Dynasty 
of Agade,' by the same scholar, on texts in the University of 
Pennsylvania, regarded by him as the earliest extensive religious 
texts known from Babylonia; 'A Palestinian Mortuary Amulet 
on Silver Foil,' by Dr. Montgomery; 'Rhabdomancy and Belo- 
mancy in the Old Testament, ' by Dr. Haupt, who held that the 
supposed references to these arts are not valid. 
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Several important archaeological papers were presented by 
Prof. W. J. Moulton, one time Director of the Jerusalem School. 
He gave a fresh study of an inscription at Csesarea, which had 
been only inadequately interpreted by Germer-Durand, Cler- 
mont-Ganneau, and others. His careful study shows that the text 
belongs to the age of Justinian, probably almost exactly to the 
date 538 ; it is of importance to the study of the Palestinian 
paganism of the time, as the text refers to a temple of Hadrian as 
existing then in Csesarea. His interpretation of a fragmentary 
inscription at Petra naming a certain Harith, inclined him to 
view it as the epitaph on the tomb of Aretas IV. Illustrated lec- 
ture talks on Palestine and Syria by Professors Moulton, Benzin- 
ger, Fullerton, and Dr. Sartell Prentice, gave added interest to 
the meeting. The latter presented unique pictures of his own 
taking of the Sik or gorge leading into Petra. 

The following officers were elected : President, W. J. Moulton : 
Vice-President, J. A. Montgomery; Secretary, M. L. Margolis; 
Corr. Secretary, H. J. Cadbury ; Treasurer, J. D. Prince ; Asso- 
ciates in Council, J. A. Bewer, H. Hyvernat, M. Jastrow, Miss 
Kendrick, C. C. Torrey. 

The meeting of the Managers of the School at Jerusalem was 

held in connection with this Society. Much interest was 

expressed in the necessity of making a forward move to take 

advantage of the opportunity upon close of the war. Prof. C. C. 

Torrey was elected President, Dr. J. B. Nies, Secretary, Prof. J. 

H. Ropes, Treasurer. 

J. A. M. 



MEETINGS OP THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF 

AMERICA AND THE AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL 

ASSOCIATION 

These two societies met at Washington University, St. Louis, 
December 27-30. The meetings were a rare success, showing ad- 
mirable planning and execution and characterized by the finest 
hospitality. Among the papers presented of orientalistic interest 
were: "Specimens of Arabic Poetry in English Translation," 
by Dr. Sprengling; "The Marriage of Hosea," by Dr. Water- 
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man ; ' ' The Sources of the History of Alexander the Great, ' ' by 
Dr. E. B. Steele; "The Studio of an Egyptian Portrait Painter," 
by Dr. Breasted. 

In the Archaeological Institute Prof. F. W. Shipley was 
re-elected President, and Prof. J. M. Paton Editor-in-chief of 
the Journal. 

Elections in the Philological Association were as follows: 
President, Kirby F. Smith; Vice-President, James E. "Wheeler; 
Secretary and Treasurer, C. P. Bill ; Executive Committee, 
Campbell Bonner, E. W. Husband, W. B. McDaniel, Grace H. 
Macurdy, A. L. "Wheeler. 

Both societies will meet at the University of Pennsylvania next 
year. 

W. B. McD. 



MEETING OF THE 
AMEEICAN HISTOEICAL ASSOCIATION 

Oriental studies and members of our Society played an unusu- 
ally large part in the meeting of the American Historical Asso- 
ciation, held at Cincinnati, December 27-30. Easily first in 
interest was the program devoted to China and Japan. Our 
fellow member, Professor Asakawa of Yale University, gave a 
most illuminating paper detailing the life of a Monastic Sho, a 
quasi-feudal manor, in Mediaeval Japan, and Professor Munro 
of Princeton, in discussing it, pointed out how necessary such 
studies were before we could understand the parallel develop- 
ment in Europe. Mr. E. T. Williams, of our Department of 
State, told of the Chinese social institutions as a foundation for 
republican government, and illustrated present conditions by 
copious references to the past. Modern conditions were further 
discussed by Professor Latourette of Denison University and by 
Professor Hornbeck of the University of "Wisconsin. 

Another program of interest was devoted to Constantinople. 
A paper of Professor van den Ven, of Louvain, showed that the 
Byzantine Empire begins with Constantine. Our associate, Pro- 
fessor Lybyer of the University of Illinois, described Constan- 
tinople as the capital of the Ottoman Empire with a facility 
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which could not conceal the unusually wide knowledge 
demanded. Professor Coolidge, of Harvard University, closed 
the meeting with a brilliant paper on the various claims, national, 
geographical, and historic, upon Constantinople. 

Finally, in the ancient history section, a third member of our 
Society, Professor Olmstead, of the University of Missouri, in 
a paper entitled 'Mesopotamian Politics and Scholarship,' 
showed how close has been the relation between research and 
governmental activities in the Near East. Not the least worthy 
of remark was the enthusiasm displayed at the news of a pro- 
spective Western Branch of our Society. 

A. T. 0. 



